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March 5 
Frank, Pat Lippincott 
HOLD BACK THE NIGHT $3.00 


* Report repeated from p. 500 of the 9/1 Bulletin, when it was postponed as 
a Literary Guild selection, as follows: "A war story out of Korea which stays out of 
the bitter, grim school with its underlying warmth and belief in human goodness. For 
Captain Mackenzie, commander of Dog Company, is cut off from his Marine outfit and 
tries to make his way back to the coast. Having learned the unorthodoxy of the new 
enemy, he snows caution in dealing with them and, wise in the ways of his own veteran 
fighters, uses an unopened bottle of Scotch as a lure to get his depleted company on 
their way. There are the individual stories of the men - the coward, the juvenile 
delinquent, the traitor, and the others- as they make their way past Mongol patrols; 
there is the Big Brass trying to see a clear pattern in the foul-ups they have en- 
countered; there are the lethal patrols, the threat of tanks, and always the attack 
from the rear to add to the little company's points of danger. And, with the saving 
of their youngest member, and the bluff that gets them past a tank block, Mackenzie 
is wounded and his men come through, a credit to him and themselves. The sentimental 
and the hardboiled makes a good "mixture". 


And For Extra Emphasis— See These... 
A discriminating and special market of reliable fans for Aubrey Menen's THE, DUKE OF 
GALLODORO (Scribner) - and for the "discovery" Ada Leverson, BIRD OF PARADISE (Norton). 
Louis Kronenberger with a novel is news— GRAND RIGHT AND LEFT (Viking). A Dark Horse 
in Barnaby Conrad’s A DAY OF FEAR (Houghton, Mifflin). Two mysteries stand out of 
the groove,- Peggy Bacon's THE INWARD EYE (Scribner) and Eric Ambler's EPITAPH FOR 
A SPY (Knopf). ‘All in all, the first 1952 lists seem encouraging. Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


——a 


February 7 gp. iS 


Caldwell, Erskine | Little, Brown (D.S.& P.) 
A LAMP FOR NIGHTFALL $3.00 


It seems hardly fair to transfer the perversions and regressions of Tobacco 
Road to the relatively untrammeled reaches of the State of Maine. Once again we are 
given in Caldwell's pungent sparse prose almost too dourly factual a portrait of a 
town gone to seed, of farms with darkened windows and weed cluttered fields, of old 
names forgotten, dishonored, old families degenerating through intermarriage. The 
only light on the future lies in the young people, most of whom are second generation 
"foreigners"- French Canadians, Scandinavians - scorned by the old timers. Against 
this background is told the story of Thede Emerson, old, soured, miserly, feeding his 
hatred of the foreign dispossessors; of his wife Rosa, whom he accepts as keeping his 
house, and condones her sexual appetities; of Howard, who wanted to be an engineer, 
who loved- perversely- his sister, and who killed himself at the end; of Jean, who 
escaped jn marriage to one of the hated French-Canadians. A typically Caldwell story- 
which leaves a bad taste. 

-T~ 
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February 18 


de Lima, Sigrid Scribner . 
THE SWIFT CLOUD $3.00 | 


A bleak playback, in time- and through the lives of those concerned, of the 
tragedy of idiocy, and the imprint of guilt and isolation, condemnation and destruction 
it leaves on those who are involved. For Clyde Cassen, arrested for the murder of his 
son- Henry- whom he alone loved, looks back on the years which preceded Henry's accidental 
death; on Gertrude, his wife, who couldn't love Henry though she spent her life caring 
for him, and who died a broken woman; on Lorraine, their daughter, who had never been free 
of the social stigma Henry's condition aroused; on the time they had sent him away- to an 
institution- for Lorraine's sake, only to bring him back; and to the finality of the death 
Slyde did not cause but could not regret, and his flagellant recognition of dereliction 
and failure as Henry's death brings its release too late- for Gertrude, for Lorraine.... 
Humanity, at its most hapless, in a portrayal which is less obscure than the earlier 
‘aptain'’s Beach but which is still very limited in its ultimate appeal. 


Menen, Aubrey Scribner 
THE DUKE OF GALLODORO , $2.75 


When the South Wind blows a collection of eccentrics follows and here, in Medi- 
terranean Gallodoro, is the last of the Bogomils, Robert Duff-Lazenby, 14th Duca di Gallo- 
doro. Famed for his perverse hospitality, he is rude to the writer who wishes to visit 

| him, drawn into a local trouble spot when the best thief in the town learns that the Duke 
s his father. To make the Duke believe this, Salvatore, a genius in writing begging 
letters, weaves a far reaching web to the end that young Peppin is not only recognized 

but acclaimed by the Duke. And when Peppin almost wrecks the grape pressing by opening * 
the reservoir, the Duke's pleasure is so great he backs the boy in his fight to drive 
ut the promoter who would make a tourist trap of his beloved cave. The Duke's unique 
i\ousehold where the servants are young boys and all play cards with him in the kitchen, 
the gossip and battles throughout the town, the happy algorist and the happier ex-whores 
and the ripe to rowdy philosophy of the Duke make this a delight to the mind as well as 
the ear. There is a sparkle to the writing and a naughty appreciation of the grand 
manner in a modern setting that amalgamates the issues of the previous The Prevalence 
¥-Witches, The .Backward Bride and The Stumbling Stone. 





February 20 


Mayse, Arthur . Morrow 
THE DESPERATE SEARCH $3.00 — 


A sentiment-suspense job which defies probabilities, plays on some exposed 
emotions, and comes up with a romance which has its vulnerable appeal. For Vince Ardagh, 
a hot pilot during the war- noy flying in Canada, had been left by his wife Nora who had 
headed for Hollywood- with their children- expedient for her career. With the loss, and 
the crash, of the plane bringing Don, eight, and Janet, short of three, to Vince on a 
risit- it is Vince, along with Jule, a reporter, who conducts the desperate search for 
the missing plane, while Nora arrives there to play the situation for all its worth 
sublicity-wise. And as the plane comes down in the mountains, it is only the children 
vyho are left alive, to face the threat of bears and a tomcat cougar. Vince, flying day 
ind night to spot the wreckage, is finally grounded, takes off dead drunk on a final 
earch, and comes down in time to save his children from the cougar. And in so doing, 





he also finds a new mother for them... A superficial but sure handling of some moments . 
f obvious excitement and emotion, this qualifies for an evening of escape. 
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February 25 


@ Hughes, Langston Henry Holt 
‘ LAUGHING TO KEEP FROM CRYING $2.75 — 















A collection of piquant, sweeter than sugar, more sour than green apples, 
sketches about Negroes from Harlem to Hong Kong and back to Johannesburg. A well 
known Negro poet and writer, Langston Hughes is endowed with a wit that is as strong 
and clear as his feeling and knowledge of Negroes and the peculiar yet common situa- 
tions in which they find themselves. He knows the confusion that can arise, change 
behaviour and ideas in the twinkling of an eye when "colored" people pass for white, 
then recant and say they are colored, only to re-recant later and say they are really 
white. He knows the humor of the brawl that turns into friendship between a north-of- 
the-Missouri colored man and a Kentucky colonel when they meet in a bar in Hong Kong. 
All barbed, all short, these stories go beyond tolerance, beyond the false pride of 
being a Negro, beyond the purposeful ignoring of color and culture traits that is so 
often the educated man's invisible but weighty burden. Under the skillful results of 
his observations, situations where Negro and white are natural with one another come 
sharply into focus- there being no set pattern but as in all life- a fortuitous and 
happy occasion brought about by being happy. Good reading. 


February 28 





Leverson, Ada Norton 
BIRD OF PARADISE $3.00 







The Limit proved that the market for revival pieces of English social comedy 
had not disappeared and this current import will satisfy earlier readers. Poor Made- 
line loves Rupert and has tremors about his feelings for her; lovely Bertha, who looks 
but does not act like-a wax doll, is married to casual, restrained Percy, and promises 
that Madeline shall have her heart's desire; Nigel, who had jilted Bertha to marry an 
heiress, now finds his old love desirable while his brother Charles yearns after Made- 
line. And there is Percy's much younger brother who isn't as snobbishly arrogant as 
he pretends; Moona Chivvey who perversely charms both Rupert and Nigel; Lady Kellynch 
who sees only as far as her upbringing permits; Mary, Nigel's wife, who almost wrecks 
her marriage through jealousy of Bertha. Mary's stupidity discloses Percy's real love 
for Bertha who is able to get rid of Nigel for keeps and when Rupert returns to Made- 
line,Bertha is instrumental in returning Nigel to Mary. Careful cataloguing effects 

a series of pert vignettes while the precise shadings of a 1913 world of society make 
for an entertaining shadow play. A writer's writer primarily but with an established 
audience. : 













February 29 












Vanguard 


Gillon, Philip | 
FRAIL BARRIER $3.00 





A laconic, verbatim chronology of the marginal (moral and financial) activi- 
ties in which Peter Justin, a young lawyer in Johannesburg, is engaged. Peter, who 
has inherited from his father. the principle that one must never betray a client, 
along with a very insubstantial illusion of wealth, lends the money of a client to a 
black native, Daniel Mokwena, to help him fight a boycott against his shops. In order 
to maintain his aid to Daniel, he defaults on his best friend who suicides; tries to 
beg and borrow from Iris, a first love and incidental mistress; and as his insolvency 
increases and bankruptcy looms, he turns down the settlement of the case which will 
jeopardize Daniel but save his neck, only to have a last minute reprieve when Daniel 
yields to the pressure against his race.... A portrait of an unreliable character 
with ideals higher than his instincts, of dog eat dog tactics, of South Africa today- 
roiled by prejudice and hatred between white and black and Indian, English and 


Afrikaner- this is an honest record, of doubtful appeal. 
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February laté 


Kronenberger, Louis Viking rl 
GRAND RIGHT AND LEFT $3.00 


Deft - tossed salad of wit and those sly, unfinished utterances, which has to 
do with a monstrous extravaganza. When the richest man in the world ails, and his third 
wife calls in an opportunist of a medico - and when all fancies (Mr. Cary still heeds 
the facts of his financial empire) fail - it is the ultra of ultra collecting that calls 
him to life. Jaded and ennuied, Gordon Cary is rallied when the challenge of assembling 
celebrities is brought to him, via Dr. Haines who gets the idea from Isabel (definitely 
a woman who knows where she wants to stay and who will not cede her position as the wife 
of the richest man to anyone). S0000 - we have a satirical writer, an English duke, and 
a French diplomat - and his seductive niece, and the attendant civilities and scurrilities 
on their tenure in the 300 room, blocks-long New York City mansion. You can take your 
international angles, social notes - and you will still end up with quite a bit of human 
nature...Not shy in the high comedy field, but with a neat exactitude of contrived com- 
mentary, this will hit the prestige- sophistication market - not where it hurts, but 
where it might make an impression. 


February ?? 


Wetzel, Donald Crown 
THE AGE OF LIGHT $3.50 


eee and a very dark approach in the sorry, shoddy lives of the Harts-- for 
here the family group which faces a camera prone to distortion is not a happy one. 
Rolland Hart, fat and earnest and devoted to his wife and children, is often deceived 
and self-deceiving; Lorraine, his wife, unsatisfied sensually by her husband, looks 
elsewhere for the physical pleasure she must have; Johnny, their youngest, is an idiot, 
whose disappearances from home lead to his death provoked by a pervert; Bert, the middle 
son, contemptuous and contemptible, steals and runs away from home; and Kathy, the eldest, 
finds that she cannot love- or believe- until the meeting with Hank restores her faith.... 
The alternating narrative here, in time and character, lends a deliberate diffusion to 
the pall of brooding compassion. Limited, in general, and possibly prohibited for public 
libraries. 





March 3 


Morris, Ira Doubleday 
THE CHICAGO STORY $3 -95, 


A sprawling family novel laid in Chicago which is divided into three parts- | 
1905, 1920 and 1950. It follows the ferocious history of the fabulous Konrad family, 
governed in Prussian fashion by father Adolph. German born, Adolph came to America | 
with nothing, and gradually built his business- a meat packing business- into a giant 
economic success. Czar-like, Adolph rules over his family and Germanic house (named 
"Sans Souci" after the Kaiser's Potsdam palace) and his business. One of his sons, 
Rupert, rebels against his tyranny and marries Helen, the daughter of a Cambridge pro- 
fessor and a frustrated pianist. Rupert becomes a diplomat- and Helen, bored, drinks. 
“rancey, another son, frail, literary, falls in love with Helen. Horror-stricken by 
the brutality of meat packing, he runs away to California and tries to work on his Poem- 
"Stock Yards Ballad". Later, Francey's son squares himself and his family with the 20th 
-entury... A fair picture of labor and industry in pre-union days, of the inside workings 
f this industry, this- as a novel- is readable- patterned- and if movie bound, a likely = 
rehicle for Edward G. Robinson. 
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March 6 


Landon, Joseph Doubleday 
ANGLE OF ATTACK $3 00-5 


A story of the war in the air which relies on the accuracy of experience 
(the author's), reflects much of the bitter defensiveness of its central character 
(possibly also the author), and records the activities of a bomber crew as well as 
the tensions and irritations which are exacerbated by the possibility- and probability- 
of death. Centered here is Win Helman, for whom the air force was the ladder to the 
sky of security and an escape from the stigma of anti-semitism. Tormented by the 
self-knowledge of fear, his cowardice turns to hate after his bomber is crippled, and 
two of the men killed, and he makes the decision to escape their escort, shoots down 
some German fighters and violates the rules of war. In the postmortem to this action, 
there is not only the rebuff of their commander, but the racial resentment of a few 
members of the squadron, as well as the retaliation of the enemy in which his closest 
friend, and finally he is killed... Sometimes scattered in intention, in continuity, 
the big guns of war spray off here into the flak of personal animus and confusion and 
guilt. Limited. 


Morgan, Mary Frances Doubleday 
TEACHER LADY $3 .00.— 


An extra-curricular entertainment which turns a bright phrase, sets up some 
funny situations in the self-portrait of Bruce Sheehan, who is schooled for teaching- 
her mind more on boys than books- while her older sister Ola is groomed for glamor. 
Bruce's first post brings her to Belden Springs, La., where she copes with a middle- 
aged principal with young ideas- her; an assortment of overgrown but not overbright 
pupils and one problem parent-teacher relationship; her debts, and a bill collector 
with political ambitions; and the State Supervisor who catches her in the middle of 
an ill-timed classroom manicure. Sent, for her second year, to a hinterland known as 
Bayou Noir, a "muskrats' crossroads" with only one telephone within the corporate 
limits, she also confronts the Cajun isolation and ignorance, and a happy heathen 
temperament as it is encouraged by one Buzz Randall, an escapologist heading a back 
to nature movement with her pupils. But a smallpox-chickenpox scare, brings Buzz to 
heel and her feet, sets her off on a new career- matrimonial.... Some barely possible 
improbables, and a blithe bounce, this adds up to easy entertainment. 


March 10 





Knopf 
A STONE FOR DANNY FISHER $3.95 


The calendar days in a man's life, some in red, some in black, which only 
occasionally matches the momentum of Vever Love A Stranger and The Dream Merchants 
and which- in between the action sequences- intones some fairly heavy, Hebraic patriar- 
chal sentiment. And what is to be a fairly full obituary begins in 1925, on Danny 
Fisher's eighth birthday, with the purchase of the house in the East Flatbush section 


Robbins, Harold 











of Brooklyn, the house which is the childhood cornerstone of his feeling for his family. 


With his father's joblessness during the depression, and the loss of the house, Danny 
takes up boxing professionally to earn the money which will save their home. Instead 
he only draws the bitter antagonism of his father, and when he wins the fight he's been 
paid to lose, is forced to run from a revengeful entrepreneur- Maxie Fields. Hiding 
out for two years, he comes back to face a continued family freeze, but to marry 
Nellie- a Catholic- and, unemployed and on relief, he pays the full price when he loses 
his baby due to a relief doctor's indifference. Going to work for his brother-in-law, 
Sam, Danny makes some hot deals in black market cigarettes, builds up a prospective 
monopoly in vending machine concessions, is the victim of a doublecross by Sam which 
cleans him out, betrays Sam to his competitor- Maxie Fields, and then when Sam saves 
the life of his second child, attempts to stall Fields and is killed in so doing.... 


As you can see, all the heavy artillery- loaded with sex, nostalgia, revenge and regret. 
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March 10 





Tindall, William York- éd. Knopf 
THE LATER D. H. LAWRENCE $5.00 - 


An anthology of the works Lawrence did in the last decade of his life, this 
includes the short novel, St. Mawr, the essay, Reflections on the Death of a Porcupine, 
‘elections from Mornings in Mexico, The Man Who Died, The Woman Who Rode Away, and other f 
assorted stories and essays. As Tindall states in his introduction, increasingly con- 
cerned with the unity of feelings and ideas, of theory and reality, with power, with 
human relations, and their literary and artistic representations, these later works placed 
together form a clear picture of Lawrence as his thoughts became more defined and his 
s method of expression more symbolic, more ineffable. A nice collection. 


Marshall, Robert K. a Little, Brown (D.S.&P.) 
JULIA GWYNN * $3.00 


A second novel which returns to Tateboro, North Carolina, and an occasional 
mention of Little Squire Jim for the enigma and the drama of Julia Gwynn whose red wig 
and painted face, black horses and barouche lent a strange glamor to the legend and 
speculation she aroused. And through the eyes and eager ears of the gentility of Tate- 
boro, of the servants in her house, the portrait of patrician Old Lady Gwynne is affirmed. 
There is her marriage to the younger Huger, dependent and dissolute, which follows a 
downbeat of deterioration in his‘droit de seigneur appropriation of the mulatto, Lucette, 
to his brutal exercise of a snakewhip; and finally to his shooting, and the trial of Julia 
Gwynn which ends in dismissal... A respectful reflection of the imperishables of tradition, 
of a grandeur which defied time and change, of a pride which overrode humiliation, this 
has its moments of festering drama and suggestive suspense which make for holding enter- 


tainment and regional popularity. 








Meret (Aa f 


Schiller, Zoe Lund Macmillan 
A CANDLE FOR A STAR $3.50 


"Duncan MacGregor, Pioneer Northwest Settler" - self styled, with a wry kind 
of humor - is the first citizen of a town north of Seattle, and seeks to give its citi- 
zens- as a sort of final gesture- a theatre that can rival many others in larger western 
cities. This is MacGregor's story, told in two rivers of time:- the record of the 
present, the record of the past, until the two flow together. The present offers its | 
turmoil and confusion, its petty irritants and violent jealousies, as the lagging progress : 
of the theatre is challenged by the imminent production of a drama built around MacGregor's 
pioneer story, symbol of the opening Northwest. The dialogue has been written by an East- 
erner, and her companion is the composer of the melodies; but the cast is made up of na- 
tive sons, who resent the injection of "foreigners". In escape from today's problems 
MacGregor's mind slips back into the past. Early orphaned, running away from insoluble 
problems and hitting the trail West, he experienced and savored the many faceted phases, 
some of them none too glamorous, of the rugged frontier. And in his ultimate success, 
in the eyes of his little world, he stood for the men who settled the country... There 
is nothing particularly new in the matter; the manner is in the stream of consciousness 
vein for the most part, and the reading is confessedly- for this reader- somewhat lacking 


in zest. 


E H 
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March 12“ 


Cameron, Owen Harper 
THE MOUNTAINS HAVE NO SHADOW $3,00 7.75 


A story of a manhunt in an isolated community in the far west, to which the 
mountain country lends a sombre isolation and violence. For Jeff Clark, who returns 
there after 12 years with a city wife and young family, encounters trouble with the 
Huddlestones, a wild and willful lot and a law unto themselves. Steering clear of 
Carrie Huddlestone, whom he had once loved and left, he finds that Al Brown, her hus- 
band, refuses to respect his water rights, and after a scuffle with Brown and the 
youngest Huddlestone, Jeff is accused of the boy's murder. Escaping into the woods, 
Clark is hunted by his enemies, hidden by Carrie whom he rebuffs, and only after Carrie 
is killed by another brother- does he find the answer to the young Huddlestone's 
death... A rough limned story of bad blood and vengeance, panic and pursuit, for a 


masculine market. 
March 13 


Neill, Robert Doubleday 
THE ELEGANT WITCH $3.50 


Well, speaking about witches - or were we? - and skipping the sometimes 
lyrical, sometimes profounder treatises - this will do very well, in its period trap- 
pings, its concern with food and drink and clothes - and manners. For it has to do 
with Margery, 16 years old early in the 17th century, who is sent to her cousin Roger 
in Lancashire and who learns that a Puritan (while hunting Papists) can have an ele- 
gance of living even though a damned coven of witches threaten. That she finds she 
can condone a massing priest, can surrender to her rebellion against strict Puritanism, 
and make friends among sinners is just a small bit of the part she plays in the roust- 
ing out of the vile brood that are given to the work of evil. And when All Hallows 
Eve and All Saints Day show what the witches can do, it is her relationship with in- 
telligent Roger which puts an end to the vile brood. Romance, inheritance making 
esquires but God making gentlemen, and a formality and dignity for the manners of 
day - this masks its learning in brisk recapitulation. Very smooth. 


Wheeler, Hugh ayy Rinehart 
THE CRIPPLED MUSE: A Novel of Capri 3/b $3.00 


The Siren's Isle, and a satirically bordered still-life of a coterie of 
literati and libertines, dominated by the massive presence of Merape Sloane, a famous 
poet of the 20's now in seclusion, sybilline, impregnable, vain and perverse. To 
Capri, and the shrine of Merape, comes Horace Beddoes, a provincial pedant on sab- 
batical from a midwestern college, due for a liberal education. He is a party in 
the accidental death of Mike McDermott, a writer, when he conceals a clue; he is 
seduced by the unbridled glamor of Girlie Winters; he gets his chance to write the 
biography of Merape and in his research, uncovers a long history of spite and scandal 
as well as the imposture in the identity of his heroine; and he replaces Girlie Win- 
ters with Loretta, a more suitable substitute for his romantic inclinations... A 
gentle caper which is bemused, amused, in its impersonation and parody, this is a 
mild echo of South Wind. 


March 77 


Dunphy, Jack Farrar, Straus & Young 
FRIENDS AND VAGUE LOVERS $3.00 


The author of this creative, strangely effective novel has published an- 
other novel (John Fury) and short stories in Mademoiselle, Harper's Bazaar, ana 
New Directions. Skillfully and brilliantly, he writes of a homosexual coterie who 
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ettle themselves momentarily in Italy. In the center of these Oedipal transients stands 
Mrs. Alice Markham- mother earth supreme. She eats her young and sucks their egg shells 
dry. Jonathan, her son, kills himself because of her emotional incest and his subsequent 
homosexuality. Her husband leaves her. And in Italy, Mrs. Markham, lover of boys, falls 
” in love with Sheridan- Jonathan's one-time lover. His group consists mainly of a painter, 
Haller; the beautiful thin boy named Crystal; Mr. and Mrs. Christophe, painter and poet; 
Leslie Cage, a student who loves Mr. Christophe; and Sheridan’s real love- Cooper. Such 
aberrational scenes as Sheridan's retirement into bed handcuffed, his abortive attempt to 
go to bed with Mrs. Markham (i.e. his mother) and the overall theme of homosexuality add 
. certain amount of sensationalism and may incite perverted sales. But essentially, this 
is a highly sensitive novel of the loneliness and occasional panic of a group of people 
living on the periphery. (But definitely not for conservatives ). 


| 
a “ . 
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Conrad, Barnaby 


* Read this as a companion piece to Tom Lea'’sT7he Brave Bulls and you will feel 
that there is little left unsaid. Hemingway has given us, supremely, the drama and 
poetry of the bull fight from the observer's viewpoint; Tom Lea has made one feel that 
the bull had his side; and now- in Conrad's extraordinary study of the psychology of 
fear through the final day in a bull fighter's life of the ring - the bull fighter is 
seen as the human behind the public idol.... Pacote, one of the three greatest bull- 
fighters of all time, has been persuaded to come out of semi-retirement for a final 
fight, in competition with a relative newcomer. He knows he has lost ground immeasure- 
ibly; an unhappy love affair has been offset by recourse to the bottle; his whole being 
is permeated by fear. I've never read anything in which naked fear was so persuasive & 
and contagious a factor, so that the reader finds himself stalked by fear for each page 
of the book. The drama of Sevilla on the day of a great fight - the almost moment by 
moment living with Pacote during the day - the despair when he is pushed down first by 
the persistent and obnoxious American journalist, then by Socorro, whom he knows is his 
evil Nemesis - and the fight itself, young Tano's triumph, Pacote's defeat, and finally 
the spectacular comeback which in its final move cost him his life - all this unfolds 
as one reads with almost unbearable fidelity to scene and mood. A tour de force, suc- 


cessfully carried through. 


i | 
March 4% A‘ 


Bonner, Paul Hyde Scribner 
S.P.QR. $3.00 


Rome, 1948, and a brocaded backdrop of elegance and indulgence, good food and 
doubtful politics, high society and low strategy, for the story of Lovat Fraser, an 
American abroad with the Embassy, determined to retain his innocence and remain unin- 
volved in the sphere in which he moves. But drawn into the rivalry between the Princess | 
Biccoli (nee Daisy) and the Duchess Marina, over a bedroom bounder, Fraser intercedes 
to the point of disposing of the gentleman in question. And in so doing, he is sus- 
ceptible to the charms of Daisy, who rebuffs him, and then Marina, who does not and 
becomes pregnant. The blackball which ricochets against their former lover, the poison- 
ing of a Russian agent, the revelation of Marina's Borgian behavior, all this lands | 
Fraser in dark, deep waters which return him to America and Daisy with a new apprecia- 
tion.... A fairly dressy drama of sophisticated internationals, which is not quite as ’ 
subtle or as devious as it would lead you to believe- this is still rentally presentable. 


(But not for your mother, ) 
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February ") 


Bacon, Peggy Scribner 
THE INWARD EYE $2.50 


** Lots of old ingredients - mistaken identity, financial shakedowns, blackmail 
and kidnapping, but put together with an ordinary, and very believable touch. Helen 
(Nellie) Mertle is hounded by another Helen Mertle's bills, cables, and mail: Nellie's 
reporter husband, Brad, is off on a Washington assignment: a party leads to the disap- 
pearance of her young son: and Nellie in her speculative and imaginative innocence is 
caught in the mesh of a good guy fouled up with human lice. She breaks through the 
falsities and, in spite of Brad's getting the story of Helen Mertle's murder, the other 
sticks with her belief in the rightness of a certain justice for the killer. The intel- 
ligent plausibles here will not make you too mad about the all night electric bill. 
Goody. 

February 20 


Halleran, E. E. Lippincott 
STRAW BOSS $2.50 


Of Johnny Moran, known as Stupe, who suddenly- and unintentionally- becomes 
a hero when he outsmarts and outshoots an outlaw band. Hired as straw boss for rancher 
Whittaker- to hunt some rustlers suspected to be the same, Moran is told off by Whit- 
taker's daughter, Billy, is taken by the rustlers and rescued by Billy, and together 
they dispose of their opponents- and their differences...A little dogie that gits 
right along. 
February 21 


Bennett, Margot Doubleday 
THE WIDOW OF BATH $2.50 


The decease of Judge Bath, and the insurance it involves- be it suicide or 
murder, alerts the suspicion of Hugh Everton, a young man soured by an earlier exper- 
ience with Lucy, the widow Bath leaves- unbereaving. A dog that bayed, a missing 
pair of glasses and a missing girl, extortion and a refugee-running racket provide a 
whole passel of imponderables for Everton, whose dour deductions brighten the case. 


Neat. 
Gulick, Bill Houghton, Mifflin 


A DRUM CALLS WEST $2 .50 


* A post-civil war western of greater substance and superiority which follows 
the fight of Mark Bradley against the ring of killers who terrorize and victimize 
Goldtown, Idaho. Spotting Stone as his enemy, Bradley starts up a newspaper and opens 
fire in a campaign which will arouse public sentiment, and his fighting words bring on 
the action in which Stone is killed and his own romance ascertained. Redoubtable, 


readable. 


February 25 


Chaber, M. E. Henry Holt | /“ 
HANGMAN'S HARVEST $2 .50 


The established pattern of California coast crime - political graft, dope 
and prostitution - with a fall guy introduced to clean it up. Milo March, hired by 
the Civic Betterment Committee, fouls up with the brains and muscle men when he spies 
on his assignment before he is due; latches onto cultured hoods and tough racket boys - 
and pays off from syndicate roughing up to cards down. Flesh - and something less..... 
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February ?? 


Gold, H. L.- 4d. Crown a 
GALAXY READER OF SCIENCE FICTION $3.60 


3.06 
* Your money's worth and more in this collection of over thirty SF yarns which 

loes not lean as heavily on names, and which assembles a wide range of tales. In the 
well-recognized department are Fredric Brown, Bradbury, Merwin, Asimov, Simak, Leinster 
while devotees will no doubt have more than a nodding acquaintance with Tenn, Sturgeon, 
Knight among others. There is the expected unexpected - in space travel, spies from 
‘ther worlds, time and space insolubles, and all the gimmicks of this trade - robots, 
bems, mechanical devices, and worlds of the future. The line of selection is not as 
‘lear as other collections but this is a bumper crop for the fans. 


Crown 


Roscoe, Mike 
DEATH IS A ROUND BLACK BALL $2 .50 
The death of Elaine Scott, and the abduction of her youngster, provides a 
problem for private eye Johnny April which leads from a local gangster to a big wheel 
n Washington. Hired by cold, powerful Mr. Fairchildes- who claims to be the child's 
ather, April is called off the case, but follows it through for his own satisfaction 
o the discomfiture of the killer... Bedroom-barroom broad, and I may say- unblushing. 


March 4 


Walsh, Thomas Little, Brown 
THE NIGHT WATCH $2.50 


A police prowl, when city detective McCallister, who is incorruptible, Ahern, 
rhom he protects, and Sheridan, whom he dislikes, are assigned to the long vigil to 
111 in Harry Wheeler- a bank robber. With Ahern as an alibi, Sheridan is able to mur- 
der Wheeler, and with his eye on the money- kills again, and almost again, until Mc- 
\llister is able to avenge his friend and save his girl. Not inscrutable, but busy. 
S.E.P. serialization. ) 





March 7 


Cunningham, A.B. Dutton 
STRANGE RETURN $2.50 


Flood waters at Pine Ridge bring on a dual tragedy for Levi Fox when Bess, his 
wife, disappears in the river and the body of their adopted son, Bandy, is brought back 
from a watery grave. But although Sheriff Roden is unable to attach the evidence of mur- 
der to these casualties, Levi's remarriage- some months later- revives the case as Bess 
eturns to haunt him- and to avenge the unsolved but not unforgotten murder. Old faith- 
il in this series which has a certain stamina at best. 


Wayne, Joseph Dutton 
BY GUN AND SPUR $2 .50 


The old fight and draw - or crawl - for the pinpoint pix of a new town's birth. 
Ex-lawman Sarboe is needled into new duties as deputy when wealthy, determined Rita hits 
Oregon's Deschutes country to build and supply a new city. Sarboe signs off two competi- 
tors and their outfits and writes off one girl against Rita - and sticks with the gamble, a. 


and the ditch, that is to make a new addition to central Oregon. Fast. 
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March 10 


Ambler, Eric Knopf 
EPITAPH FOR A SPY $3 .00 


* From the more sombre, sinister Judgment on Deltchev, Coffin for Dimitrios, 
etc. this offers a lighter variant of the spy stalk in the dilemma of Monsieur Vadassy, 
a timid teacher of languages vacationing in Nice, who is arrested as a spy and used as 
an accessory by the Naval Intelligence to find the camera which has occasioned this pre- 
dicament. In the pension where he is staying, and circulating among a polyglot lot of 
English, Swiss, Americans, etc.- Vadassy bluffs and bumbles- and on occasion displays 
an impromptu inventiveness in his attempt to trap the traitor... An amusing, agile 
performance, which replaces terror with wit, and balances off enigma with the gentle 
guilelessness of its reluctant secret agent. 


Tyre, Nedra Knopf 
MOUSE IN ETERNITY $2 .50 


* A first mystery by a short story writer, this has a definite local - Atlanta, 
Georgia, - appeal and the deep-dug background of social work. Against the killing of 
the Bureau's head, a well-daided sadist, and other intimations of mortality, is Jane 
Wallace, daily encountering the plaints and pleas of the applicants for charity (7) 
and help and the close-knit lives of her fellow-workers. A cloistered invalid is her 
Sherlock but it is the story here, rather than the case, which makes this distinctive. 

March 32 


Ballard, Helen Mabry M. S. Mill 
TO THE TUNE OF MURDER $2.50 


The family affairs of the Corbetts and the Hinksons lead to intimidation 
and murder. Young James Stewart Hampton V turns into a fighting D.A. as he protects 
old ladies and tracks down deadly domesticated doings and wins an accolade from the 
leader of the tribe. Lots of lares and penates decor here which adds to a house and 


garden background. Minor - but MRR-ish. : 


March 13 


Ard, William Rinehart 
: THE DIARY $2 .50 


Another assignment for Timothy Dane, when he is hired by Austin Rebow to 
retrieve the diary of his daughter Diane, a premature piece of eighteen whose es- 
capades have been foolish rather than innocent. Extortion and the brutal killing 
of the blackmailer, Diane's continued insubordination, leads to a nasty nest of nar- 
cotics and politics from which Dane extricates himself with difficulty. One of the 


slicker shamuses, on a rough route. 
REPRINTS for February 
BANTAM BOOKS ‘(Each $.25) 
Crawford, Marion - THE LITTLE PRINCESSES Greene, Graham - CONFIDENTIAL AGENT 


Evans, Evan - SAWDUST AND SIXGUNS O'Malley, Frank - THE BEST GO FIRST 
Ross, Fred - JACKSON MAHAFFEY 
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BANTAM BOOKS - continued 


(Each $.35) 


Crane, Milton- /d. - 50 GREAT SHORT STORIES 


Shellabarger, Samuel - PRINCE OF FOXES 
DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


‘hristie, Agatha - MYSTERIOUS MR. QUIN 
Fox, James M. ~ THE WHEEL IS FIXED 
Fox, Norman A. ~ STORMY IN THE WEST 


($.35) - Marshall, Edison - THE GREAT SMITH 


Kantor, MacKinlay - SIGNAL 32 


Garve, Andrew - NO MASK FOR MURDER 
Gowen, Emmett - DARK MOON OF MARCH 
Parker, Robert - PASSPORT TO PERIL 





GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING for February 4 


Albert & Kent - THE COMPLETE BUTTON BOOK 
($4.95) 

Asbury, Herbert - THE GREAT ILLUSION ($1.49) 

Embury, David - THE FINE ART OF MIXING 
DRINKS ($2.00) 

MacDonald, Betty - THE EGG AND I ($1.00) 


Miller & Mawhinney - GALLERY OF AMERICAN 
DOGS ($2.95) 
Moravia, Alberto - CONJUGAL LOVE ($1.00) 
Rockow, H. & J. - CREATIVE HOME 
DECORATING ($4.95) 
Sheen, F.J.-THE SEVEN LAST WORDS ($1.00) 


Originals (Each $2.49) 


Editors of Popular Science Monthly 


AND RANCH HOUSES: 


EVERYBODY'S PHOTOGRAPHY: HOW TO BUILD CABINS 
HOW TO BUILD AND REPAIR YOUR OWN FURNITURE 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Cloete, Stuart - TURNING WHEELS 
Cozzens, John Gould - GUARD OF HONOR 


Judah, Charles B. - TOM BONE * 
Lancaster, Bruce - PHANTOM FORTRESS 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson- JOY STREET ($1.79) 
Moranz, John - THE PROFESSIONAL GUIDE TO 
DRAWING AND ILLUSTRATION ($4.95) 


milie Loring Series 


Specials 


Montgomery, Dorothy Ford - THE BEGINNER'S 
BOOK OF HORSEMANSHIP ($1.49) 
Schulberg, Budd-THE DISENCHANTED ($1.49) 


- TO LOVE AND TO HONOR ($1.25) 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Signet (Each $.25) for February 27 


Marshall, Rosamond - LAIRD'S CHOICE 


Martin, John Bartlow-BUTCHER'S DOZEN (3/1) 


Stern, Philip Van Doren - LOVE IS THE ONE WITH WINGS 


($.35) - Padover, Saul K. - JEFFERSON 
(3/1) 


Mentor 


Signet-Double ($.50) - La Mure, Pierre- 
MOULIN ROUGE 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Barth, Alan - THE LOYALTY OF FREE MEN 
Brand, Max - DANGER TRAIL 

Carroll, Kurt - THE GOLDEN HERD 
Chandler, Raymond - PICKUP ON NOON 
Charnwood, Lord - ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
Field, Peter - THE SMOKING IRON 


Hardy, Thomas - THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE 

Mason, F. Van Wyck - RIVERS OF GLORY 

Presnell, Robert, Jr. - THE WITCHING POOL ; @ 

Preston, John Hyde - A SHORT HISTORY OF | 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

Robinson, Henry Morton ~ THE GREAT SNOW 


Starnes, Richard - ANOTHER MUG FOR THE BIER 
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Human- All Too Human 


@ A dramatic portrait of a dynamic doctor in Allan & Gordon's THE SCALPEL, THE SWORD 
(Little, Brown); a moving account of the tragedy of hopeless retardation in John 
Frank's MY SON'S STORY (Knopf); and a breeze through a mein kampf against corpulence 
in Phyllis Rosenteur's AN AFFAIR OF THE FLESH (Doubleday) for co-sufferers. See 
below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
January 21 


Hymes, James L., Jr. Prentice-Hall 
UNDERSTANDING YOUR CHILD $3.50 


Report repeated from P. 552 of the September 15th bulletin, as follows: 
"A pleasantly informal commentary on the variants of child development for the parent 
at large, which will serve as an overall orientation rather than a direct diagram of 
procedure. A contributor to Parents’ Magazine and the author of some Public Affairs 
pamphlets, Hymes writes popularly rather than profoundly, concentrates on attitudes 
and approaches. The child's drive to grow and learn, and the incentive to imitate; 
his spotty patterns of development; the emotional climate of faith and security and 
affection he demands; his environment, language, shifting interest; etc., etc.- this 
guides- rather than graphs- the way to an understanding which is flexible, sympathetic. 
Peripheral- rather than fundamental- parent counsel." 


January 24 


Arkell, Reginald Harcourt, Brace 
GREEN FINGERS And Other Poems $2 .00 





These light, humorous, feathery verses by the author of Old Herbaceous are 
full of good cheer and a benign philosophy. Mr. Arkell writes of weeds, the place of 
the woman in the garden, the anthropomorphic treatment of flowers, etc.- deftly ex- 
hausting the poetic possibilities of the garden on all levels. Even "Come into the 
garden, Maud" is greenly fingered... Pleasantly illustrated by John Teppich. 


February 1 


Zavalani, T. Frederick A. Praeger 
HOW STRONG IS RUSSIA? $4.00 


To the titular question, Zavalani's answer is- not very. A one time com- 
munist, and now a writer on economic affairs for the B.B.C., his present thoughts 
about the Soviet can be illustrated by such statements as "... everything they do 
costs them two or three times more than any advanced industrial country of the West..." 
or, ".... decisive cause of the failure of Soviet economic planning is the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, which implies the centralized direction from Moscow of eco- 
nomic life down to the smallest detail". Although sweeping, these and other state- 
ments are fairly well documented in a series of descriptions, with tables and charts, 
of each of the five year plans which are broken down into the main aspect of indus- 
try, agriculture and politics. JZavalani of course maintains that Russia is not weak. 
But collectivism of the Soviet sort stifles initiative and the taking of individual 
responsibility and fosters ineffeciency and wastage of a kind even more disgraceful 
than our dumping of oranges and potatoes to keep up farm prices. The M.V.D. alone 
prevents the disintegration that would result naturally from a bungling bureaucracy. 
Though careful and thoughtful, this, in its ignorance of the more pressing issues 
of atomic power and political aspirations, is another reiterative study that will 
probably go the way of many a forgotten economic treatise. 





@ 
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February 4 


Philbrick, Herbert McGraw-Hill £ 
I LED THREE LIVES $3.50 


The now-it-can-be told story of Herbert Philbrick, "Citizen, Communist, Counter- 
spy", who testified before Judge Medina against The Eleven after nine years of conspir- 
acy, uncertainty, and deliberate penetration into the Communist Party. In this triple 
play, Philbrick, a family man in the advertising business, joined the Cambridge Youth Coun- 
cil, a discussion group, and when he became disturbed by their undemocratic policies and 
procedure, reported in to the F.B.I. who at first took down the information with diffi- 
dence, later asked him to keep on with the Council, and furnish them with information 
without official protection. Working his way in and up through inner circles, he was in- 
vited to join the Young Communist League, the prep school for the Party, and in 1944 be- 
came an accredited Party member. This, in its record of successive contacts and assign- 
ments, forms a fairly full dossier on the Party in its operation and organization in the 
New England area, on red herrings and a few big fish- and on the whole anatomy of party 
cell and club with its malignant infiltration from group to group, community to community... 
While this lacks the drama of the after-the-fact apostates (Hede Massing, Elizabeth Bent- 
ley, Louis Budenz, etc.), it has the virtue of a far greater sincerity. Heavy publisher 
promotion may stimulate the market, which with the exception of Red Masquerade has not 


been too receptive. 


February 14 
Allyn, Rube Farrar, Straus & Young 
WATER WAGON $3.50 
A Floridian frolic aboard the Best Bet as the author tells of the dream boat & 


he diagrammed and planned on Midway during the war. Back in Florida he was laughed at 
by everyone, but a naval architect studied his drawings and built the water wagon - 
part cruiser, part houseboat and sometimes the trailer for a Jeep. Then there are the 
thrills of the shakedown cruise, through rivers and lakes as Best. Bet went through her 
paces, nearly sinking, taking tight turns on canals, and rousing frantic interest with 
her appearance. A second trip through the Everglades and rround Cape Sable to the Keys 
and a third up the East Coast complete the saga. The experiences of good and bad ex- 
periments, the possibility of navigating by birds' knees, the type of life and food, 
and the beautiful places to get lost in, make this chronicle of a hybrid boat a shot in 
the arm saline solution for all the spars and tar boys, afloat and ashore. Illustrated 


with photographs. 
February 18 


Buchan, Laura Wilfred Funk 
& Allen, Jerry HEARTH IN THE SNOW $3.50 


A very friendly account of six years of living in the Arctic that deals with 
the experiences of a young couple who came to honeymoon and stayed to teach. How the 
friendliness of the Aleuts and Eskimos won them, how they met the challenges and ordeals 
of their new land and life, how they developed from cheechakos to old timers - is part 
of the story, ds are the sketches of the world of great storms, of isolation and the 
hungers that winter brought, of the hunting and the dogs, of the dependence on airplanes 
and courageous pilots. They took care of medicine and nursing in person and through 
radio contacts; they picked every visitor's brain for all kinds of emergencies; they had a & 
premature daughter who helped to link them closer to Bristol Village and all its people. 
As school teachers they became the mama and papa of all the children and faced all their 
problems of health and education. It makes quite a story for Outsiders and will remind 
its readers perhaps of Wilderness Wife in its unfolding of personal, modern pioneering 


history. Illustrated. 
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February 18 


Bates, Marston Scribner 
WHERE WINTER NEVER COMES $3.50 


A defense and an explanation of the tropics, this has a tidy-minded organ- 
ization of its material. As a naturalist and with an early bias for more southern 
exposures, the author, in his work learned much, studied more of the warmer parts of 
the earth and has produced a book that does a lot to correct ignorance and misconcep- 
tions about the natural history of tropical man. The history of the discoveries of 
these regions; the varieties of mankind found there, and their civilizations; climate 
and clothing, tropical diseases and foods, forests and seasons and seas are all ex- 
amined in relation to the impact and imprint of European culture and civilization. 

It offers grebtbrespect and great hope for what is thought of as an alien environ- 
ment, and with the necessity of closer association with all peoples of the world, a 
proper and practical introduction to the areas between Capricorn and Cancer. Worth- 
while study. 


Osborn, Alex Scribner 
WAKE UP YOUR MIND $3.00 


Here is a book that is aimed at turning the reader into a well oiled, pre- 
sentable, jolly, considerate, likeable American- probably of the business executive 
type, or, more specifically, an adman. Osborn, as a co-founder of the well known 
advertising firm, Batten, Barton, Durstine and Osborn, is one himself. But he is a 
foresighted one and it seems, about as happy as he expects others to be if they fol- 
low his advice in this. His by-word is- creative imagination. After a long winded, 
homey, anecdotal definition of imagination that side steps the important period of 
adolescence- the beginnings of the loss of it in our society- he starts off on all 
sorts of helpful hints, reading, enjoyment of children, travel, painting, etc., for 
building it up. Then, after a preliminary chapter on empathy, he gives advice for 
the rest of the book, on problem solving and seeing things from the other fellow's 
view point. This is all fine, but in itself an uncreative job. Osborn does not 
help the reader to understand how he. has lost imagination in the first place. He 
has a set pattern of rules for happiness in his mind and is telling society's boreds 
how to make the best of a bad job. But in spite of its tendency to coerce people 
into creative activity rather than to free them for it, this is the kind of book 
that tries to search out and heal sore spots in many lives, with no assured success. 


February 21 


Rosenteur, Phyllis Doubleday 
AN AFFAIR OF THE FLESH $2 .50 


A skittish, scattered, energized account of a ten year odyssey of self- 
denial, which records 4 constant caloric concern and the determined attempt to slender- 
ize a body blimp. From her experiences with organizations which literally live 
off the fat of the larid,salons and reducing ranches and schools for symmetry, to gar- 
ments- and undergarments- and the too firm a foundation, she cruises right through 
the pharmacopia of glands and hormones, thyroid and benzedrine, food fads and vita- 
mins, down to calisthenics and even on to an analyst's couch. And on the way, there 
is some personal history of the men who loved her- all of her- through thick and thin, 
concluding with the final tally that in the ten years of her wrangle with her weight, 
she had spent $7012.15, and lost a pound... There's an ad girl's glib gab here to 
brighten up this consumer's research, and to make this a reduction ad absurdum for 
lightweight heavyweights. 


Sutton, Horace | Rinehart 
FOOTLOOSE IN SWITZERLAND 3! & $4 .00 
If you have traveled with this author through France, Canada and Italy, you 
will know what kind of a jaunt to expect. For this follows the pattern of the three 
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earlier titles, a bright and breezy run+through of some history,’ snappy profiles of the 
personalities of cities and districts (here very vertical), and an overall of the de 
luxe to moderate priced hotels and other places to stay. There is a to be expected ac- 
cent on sports; sightseeing and entertainment has competent coverage; shopping and 
schools and current happenings are included as well as local customs, traditions and 
costumes. Geographically you go from Zurich, Northeastern Switzerland, to the Grisons, 
Italian then French Switzerland, to Berne and Bernese Oberland, Basel and Lucerne and 
Central Switzerland, with the variety of languages and food taken into account. Details 
on travel, by air, railroad, bus and steamers; vocabularies for food in four languages; 
a, lively approach to the passing (and past) scene; photographs, mostly by the author - 
all add up to a traveler's work and reference book for planning before and consulting 


en route. “a 
February 28 “/- 


*Truax, Rhoda Little, Brown 
THE DOCTORS JACOBI $3.50 


For the layman, a biography of two brilliant and remarkable pioneers in the 
field of pediatrics and public health- Mary Putnam and Abraham Jacobi. Both the Jacobis 
had a strenuous struggle in their early careers, not only to acquire the knowledge and 
skills of their professions, but to combat the nostrums and prejudices which hamstrung 
the development of medicine and social welfare in the latter part of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. Mary fought the iron prejudice against the woman“doctor both here and abroad, 
while Abraham suffered imprisonment in the political upheavals during the Prussian “uni- 
fication" crises. It was not until Mary had established herself as an outstanding 
teacher and doctor and had opened the doors of the finest Ecole in France, and Abraham 

| had held a number of posts in New York- shocking some and stimulating others by his as- 
| sault against the shameful state of the public foundling homes- that they began their 
life together of service and devotion. The many contributions of the Jacobis, in the 
fields of medicine, labor and shop conditions, public health, medical education and 
enlightened research are fully detailed. And there is an affecting portrait of husband 
and wife, perfectly matched in mind and motivation yet opposed in emotional make-up and 
background, a fact which influenced their reactions to the personal tragedy of the death 
of their son.... A biographical testament, with an appeal to a younger audience as well. 


February 7? 


Ward, Maisie Sheed & Ward 
RETURN TO CHESTERTON $5.00 


As the author explains in her introduction, this started out as merely a larger 
edition of her biography of Chesterton, but somewhere along the way turned into a supple- 
mentary volume consisting mainly of unpublished letters and verses, along with fresh stor- 
Les collected from those who knew him. Inevitably anecdotal rather than analytical, this 
is, too, slanted rather heavily in the direction of Chesterton's conversion to Catholicism. 
Though not a biography for beginners in the saga of this important and certainly paradox- 
ical figure of English letters, it is an important contribution to already existing 
Chestertoniana. Illustrated with Chesterton's own sketches. 


March 3 


Allan, Ted Little, Brown 
& Gordon, Sydney THE SCALPEL, THE SWORD $5.00 


* A truly stimulating biography whose subject, Dr. Norman Bethune, is presented 
in all love, understanding and fairness. Opening with his death in North China, where 
he was known as Pai Chu En (White Seek Grace) and worshipped by the guerrillas, whose 
lives he valued so highly, and the civilians, this gives a candid picture of his career, 
from his decision to study medicine, his marriage to Frances which was to bring them both 
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so much unhappiness, his love for and ability in painting and sculpture, his rise to 
success in Detroit and the excessof work and play which ended in TB and a verdict of 
@ death. But at Trudeau his despair vanished when he studied the possibilities of arti- 
ficial pneumothorax, insisted the operation be performed on him - and left the sani- 
tarium in two months, healed. From then on he was dedicated to thoracic surgery, im- 
proved, perfected and invented methods and equipment and, guided by his determination 
to go to the people themselves, left for the Spanish Civil War, there to develop the 
techniques of a mobile operating room and blood transfusions. And next, it was to 
China where his tireless energy became legendary and where Tung, “my other self", 
helped him to leash that blazing temper, and bring him to better understanding of 
the Chinese. Deafness threatened him and septicemia wrote a finish to his fiery 
career, in 1939. Not a perfect character nor one who would condone smugness, this 
Canadian's story packs a terrific wallop. The man shines brightly in his speeches 
and his writings and you'll agree with a colleague's estimate, "Norman Bethune 
boasted he was a Communist. I say he was a Saint of God". No cold scientist here 
but a real person and a real story. Illustrated with photographs. 


March 3 





Donald, Henderson H. Henry Schuman 
NEGRO FREEDMAN $4 .00 











Slavery is no preparation for living in a free society claims the author 
of this book- accurately subtitled The Life Conditions of the American Negro in the 
Early Years After Emancipation Polite and well-mannered in the theories he offers, 
Mr. Donald has made a comprehensive, scholarly and open-minded study of why the 
southern Negro is as he is, in all aspects of life. After emancipation, three ideas 
became meaningful to him. First, he no longer felt obligated to work; secondly, he 
could leave home without asking permission; thirdly, staying on the plantation meant 
security. With a background of irresponsibility, for instance in such social mani- 
festations as common law marriage where no plantation Negro husband felt the need 
to support wife and children, it is small wonder that there are still the so-called 
heedless Negro males in evidence today. Such as these are the obvious but so often 
unrealized facts that Donald states and explains with the care and longing of a de- 
voted craftsman-scholar. If at times too unpretentious in its attempt to get at 

all sides of the question, Negro Freedman is a solid monument to the understanding 
of Negro problems today- of interest to all students of sociology and psychology. 















March.5 












Lippincott 


Allen, John Houghton 
SOUTHWEST $3.50 











Nostalgic, clutching at the spectacular, yearning for the days of yore, 
Mr. Allen rushes hither and yon over the territory that lies between Texas and Mex- 
ico traversing it historically, geographically and culturally, mostly with respect 
to himself and his family, in a romantic travelogue-autobiography. There is a 
little homey philosophy, a little self analysis, a few more anecdotes and plenty of 
description in this account of one man's opinions of the Southwest, that often re- 
minds one (by way of being a soporific) of Archibald MacLeish in its evocative style, 
its glorification of the land and the people in a somewhat mystic fashion. The au- 
thor was brought up some thirty odd years ago near the small town of Jesus Maria, in 
days when the Southwest was a more colorful place than the hard, bitter, beer drink- 
ing place it is today, and this is a graphic portrait of what it has become. Of 
limited interest, beyond the regional destination. 
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March 6 


Cameron, Frank Doubleday € 
COTTRELL $4.50 


A lengthy and detailed biography of the American scientist and educator chief- 
ly known for his process of dust precipitation that is of great value in gold and silver 
refineries. A native of Oakland, California, Cottrell entered the University of Cali- 
fornia at 16, later continued his education in the still largely uncharted field of 
physical chemistry in Germany. In the early part of the century, Cottrell returned to 
teach at Berkeley, became interested in the problem of electrically dispelling smelter 
smoke, and gave the California oil industry a new lease on life by the discovery of a 
process which reduced the water content in pumped oil. Later as his renown in the field 
ff research spread, Cottrell pushed for international cooperation in the fields of pure 
and applied science, attended many Geneva conferences and became deeply interested in 
the various post-World War I proposals for an international language. Though well past 
middle life when the penetration of atoms became practical reality, Cottrell aided young- 
er scientists at Berkeley through his Research Corporation and continued to receive re- 
wards and recognition for his work to the day of his death in 1948. Of greater appeal 
in industrial and scientific fields than the straight biographical. 


Holliday, Kate Doubleday 
TROOPSHIP $3<00/$3.50 
An emotionally colored and communicative account of a twelve day voyage on a 
roopship to Korea, which writes in the uncertainty, the fear of the unknown, the de- 
liberate humor, and the loneliness of the young men aboard and away to war. From seasick- Se 


ness to homesickness, to the chow they eat and the poker games they play, this picks up 
igh and low spots in the life on the transport, the talk about their girls and wives, 
bout the war- “a lost page in their lives", focusses on a few faces- on the ship's sur- 
eon, and the chaplain; on Barry, whose charm and luck could not fail; on Walter, who 
as musical and sensitive; on Jamie, sardonic; etc., etc. Questioning, tremulous in tone, 
ompassionate in sympathy, this offers a feminine footnote of rather incidental interest. 
llustrated with 32 pages of photographs. 


Day, Donald- Fd. _ Little, Brown 
HOW WE ELECT OUR PRESIDENTS ~- i 2.95" ? 


As editor and appreciator (of his subject's type of humor), Day has collected 

a series of Will Rogers' writings, sketches, jokes, news columns, pertinent to presiden- 
tial elections from Wilson's defeat by Harding to the first few years of the Roosevelt 
administration. Before his death on the Alaskan flight with Post in 1935 he penned a 

>0d many presidential and conventional witti¢isms. Only in America can a man (Hoover) 
change from a hero to a goat, and a goat to a hero, or visa versa, in quite the same 
way". “Democracy has found a candidate. Now they are looking for a drink." And so 
‘orth. Good for that periodical return of the yearn for a bit of the wit of a well- 

ved humorist and commentator. 

March 10 


Frank, John P. Alfred A. Knopf _ 
MY SON'S STORY $3.00 “ 


* A bare, direct record of the tragedy of a defective child which has been trans- 
eribed with great sincerity and containment, primarily in the hope of helping other par- 
ents who are faced with a situation such as this. This follows, with an impressive fi- 
delity of fact and feeling, the story of John Frank, a professor of law, Lorraine, his 
wife, and Petey- their firstborn, who during his first months promised to be a normal 
taby. From the first convulsion- and coma, to the second- and the third- a few months 
Jater, this traces the slow realization of the possible implications, to the doctor, 
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who after an encephalogram and an air study, lets them have it straight and gives 
them the diagnosis of Petey'’s cortical atrophy which leaves him with no future, 
forecasts the pattern of retardation, possible violence, and an early death. Here 
is the story of the parents' acceptance of that verdict; the hope which sparked up 
occasionally- particularly in Lorraine; the affection and the determination to help 
him which strengthened with each day; the physical and emotional preoccupation 
which was dangerously obsessive and exhausting; the social withdrawal which fore- 
shadowed isolation; through to the decision, rejected at first by Lorraine, to 
place Petey in an institution for his sake, for theirs, and for that of the second 
child to come... An account of harrowing, heart-breaking ordeal which in its prac- 
tical awareness of all the realities it entails- physical, emotional and financial 
as well- serves as a testament and object-lesson. 


March 10 


Walker, Frank Knopf 
HUGO WOLF: A Biography $6.50 


What may well be the definitive biography of the minor Viennese composer 
whose songs were the sunset glow of German lieder by an English author who has used 
all available documentary material and who was fortunate enough to interview those 
of Wolf's family and friends still living in Central Europe. Born in the former 
Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1860, Wolf was educated first in his native village, 
later in Vienna where he spent the bulk of his brief life. Drawn into active parti- 
cipation in the Wagner-Brahms controversy that raged there in the late 19th century, 
Wolf became a disciple of the Beyreuth school, though he fortunately avoided the 
grandiose in his own composition. Although known chiefly as a masterly composer 
of song. Wolf was able to complete instrumental works as well (the operas Der 
Corregidor, Konig Alboin and incidental music to Ibsen's The Feast at Solhaug among 
others) before mental disturbance cut short his career and ultimately caused his 
death at the age of 43. With plates, bibliography and completé list of compositions. 


Indexed. 
March 11 


Masefield, John Macmillan 
SO LONG TO LEARN $3.50 


This is a book apart from the autobiographical series- though linked with 
it as a vital facet of Masefield's life and career. In these pages he shares the 
experiences concerned with his writing- the long process of "learning" - with virtu- 
ally nothing concrete as to the achieving. A quick backward glance to childhood 
preoccupation with books, the influence they had on his thinking and emotional life, 
from nursery rhymes on to the discovery of red Indians, pirates, the thrill of story 
adventure and the discovery that he had that magic gift of experiencing a story in 
imagination, full blown. One gets a sense of a much more prosperous background than 
his early autobiographical books indicated. Even the training in Her Majesty's Navy 
seemed a part of schooling, and the poverty stricken days in the United States are 
glossed over with his worship of America's stimulating qualities and New York's 
beauties. The return to England, the intimate contacts- and the less intimate ones-~- 
with the late Pre-Raphaelites done in terms of what it did for his writing. Story 
or verse or novel or essays- one gets a shadowy sense of his achievement, a groping 
towards an ephemeral goal. But one does sense the uncertainties, the disappoint- 
ments, and at the same time the growth. Swinburne, Yeats, these were two great 
influences. Hardy a lesser one. Other great Victorians played their part in his 
development. Techniques- procedures were learned. Then in the final chapters, he 
gives in detail the eight years experiment with the spoken expression given to the 
great poetry of the English tongue- the contests which grew into festivals, estab- 
lishing the gift the English might give the world of poetry. A book for poets and 
potential poets. The general public will find only bits here and there of general 


interest. 
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Catton, Bruce Doubleda ie 
GLORY ROAD $3. ‘ D 
a 


In the sequel to his Mr. Lincoln's Army, Mr. Catton takes the Army of the Po- 
tomac, the determining body for the state of the Union, from the weakening battle of 
Fredericksburg in 1862 to the decisive turning point of Northern victory at Gettysburg 
in the spring of 1863. Im Catton's former work, the disasters at Bull Run, Anteitam, 
with the Union army under the impetuous MacClellan are described. Later, Burnside at 
Fredericksburg, and Hooker at Chancellorsville both suffered defeats that only began 
to be repaired at Gettysburg. Catton reports these events with the historian's detach- 
ment and the vim of a modern legman. Readable and again, another gold mine for students 


of military strategy. 


Swiggett, Howard Doubleda , 00 
THE EXTRAORDINARY MR. MORRIS 32 / 2 7 $3,60 5 


A biography as filled with life and the zest for life as was its revolutionary 
Jays hero, Gouverneur Morris. Morris' life was tied to, or rather voyaged freely along 
with all the main currents of his day. Statesman, financier, at home in Europe's artis- 
tic and intellectual worlds as well as his own American one; gay, unfettered by the more 
mundane worries of his contemporaries; a lavish appreciator of beauty; active, handsome; - 
he was an important figure in the founding of United States government and & man who 
predicted the despotism of Napoleon before Edmond Burke. His lightheartedness and the 
foibles that were often an issue of his woman-and-party-filled life, incurred the wrath 
of co-workers, among whom were such notables as Tom Paine and Jefferson; on the other 
side of the Atlantic, during his ministership to France he was well acquainted with * 
Talleyrand and Madame de Stael. Fascinated by his person and his period, Swiggett com- ’ 
bines his feelings with his skill effortlessly. His work is well documented, fast moving, 
sndowed with the descriptive power that often quite excitingly recaptures the gay social 
life, the political frustrations, the scandals, the stirring ideas that characterized 
Europe and America at the turn of the 18th century and the life of one of the epoch's 
true men-of-the-world. Period history and personality. 





Baker, Nina Brown a Little, Brown 
CYCLONE IN CALICO +? 73, 32 


Widow of a musician, a brave and struggling Civil War nurse, creator of new 
nomes in Kansas for Chicago's destitutes, cleaner of New York City Slums, champion of 
romens' rights-, a selfless, energetic and understanding individual-. that was Mary Ann 
all Bickerdyke. She had a rough childhood and little or no formal education during 
ner girlhood on a farm in Ohio. But she knew a lot about nursing and practical medecine. 
"he beginning of the Civil War found her a widow with two young sons in Galesburg, I1lli- 
nois. Almost immediately she rose to Rev. Dr. Edward Beecher's (the brother of Harriet 
ind Henry Ward Beecher) call to do something about the horrible conditions of the wounded 
Union soldiers in Cairo in southern Illinois. From then on her life is the story of 
struggle with and against the army for more nurses, and among the many failures, of one 
small success after another until she had done an honorable and exciting piece of work 
for her country. Told in a style that incorporates the good, solid, down-to-earth lan- 
suage of the day, Nina Brown Baker's biography presents a fair picture of the social and 
political factors of the times as well as a swiftly moving account of Mother Bickerdyke's 
life. A good companion book to Woodham-Smith's Florence Nightingale, a worthy addition 
o the annals of medical history, and fine Americana. > 
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) @ Griffith, Corinne Houghton, Mifflin 
PAPA'S DELICATE CONDITION 3 2,3 


A fond, to fatuous, puffballing of a year in her life with father when she 
was only six (she was later to become the silent picture queen) and the apple of his 
eye and a bystander in the events which led to a brief period of family dissolution. 
For Papa, a Virginian, who became economically expansive in the condition which she 
called delicate, and Mama abhorred, bought a yellow house (Mama liked white) and a 
drugstore and finally a circus in order to secure a pony and a little red cart for 
Corinne. And when the circus parade broke up Mama's morning musicale, Mama took the 
children home to her father in a moment of petulant pique- protracted through some 
months, left Papa to his “onliest comfort... Southern" until he reformed for good 
and all.... That wide-eyed innocence is not quite as winsome as you might think. 

Hughes. H. Stuart . §eribner 
OSWALD SPENGLER 3/ 10 $2.00 


Another excellent addition to Scribner's 20th Century Library, this is an in- 
terpretative study of the works of the man who, as the author states, more than any 
other,characterized the typical west-world cultural malaise- the dichotomy between 
the East and the West, in his Decline of the West. °Fair and comprehensive, 
even though at times a bit telescopic in its attempt to survey the last century, 
Hughes analyzes pre-Spenglerian philosophical, historical and scientific thought 
trends such as those of Freud, Nietzsche Bergson, Sorel, then interprets Zhe Decline 
itself, the resultant criticisms, the contemporaneous social movements in the early 
20th century and so forth. Spengler's later works are discussed more briefly and 
all are subsequently viewed in the light of writers such as Toynbee who came after. 
With the amount of heated argument already precipitated over Spengler's hotbed of 
ideas, the out and out disapproval of his cyclical theories, of his state worship, 
Hughes' work is relatively unimpassioned, states facts for what they are- often 
interestingly. Good source material and a must in the continuance of this series. 

















Pennant, Edmund ‘ak Scribner 
I, TOO, JEHOVAH ~//° $2.50 








The impact of modern life on a deeply sensitive, compassionate and emo- 
tionally immature nature is depicted in this small volume of verse by a newcomer on 
the poetic scene. Football Fantasia, the Circus-in Town, Grand Central, ag well as 
the title poem give some idea of the themes which obsess him. The imagery is often 
strong and striking, there are indications of a defined personal rhythm, but the 
total impression is of a crude, unfinished art, which demands the discipline of 
time and experience. 









Walter, Gerard a, Scribner 
CAESAR 3/2 ¥ $5.00 o 







The complete life story of the most illustrious Roman with all his achieve- 
ments--and misdeeds--paraded in somewhat ponderous manner from his birth in an an- 
cient and noble family to the fatal Ides of March at the foot of Pompey's statue. 
Here are the obscure early years, the delayed but rapid rise to political power, 
early posts, the agrarian and Julian laws, the Triumvirate, the Gallic Wars, the 
Cleopatra episode, etc. Complete, detailed, annotated and with a complete biblio- 
graphy of both Caesar's writings as well as contemporary works about him, this is 

an excellent reference work, but scarcely one destined for popular appeal. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Hymes, James L., Jr.- UNDERSTANDING YOUR CHILD- 11/12 to 1/21 (Prentice-Hall) 
von Kuehnelt-Leddihn, E.R.- LIBERTY OR EQUALITY- 12/26 to 2/29 (Caxton 
Powell, Richard- A SHOT IN THE DARK- 1/11 to 2/8 (Simon & Schuster) 
Marshall, Rosamond- JANE HADDEN- 1/14 to 1/28 (Prentice-Hall) 
Compton, Boyd- 4d. - Title from PARTY REFORM DOCUMENTS to MAO'S CHINA- price is 
$4.50 (University of Washington) 
Brown, Helen E.- HELEN BROWN'S WEST COAST COOK BOOK- 2/7 to 3/20. Price from 
: $3.50 to $4.00 (Little, Brown) 
Myers, C.- DON'T THINK ABOUT IT- price from $1.00 to $1.50 (Doubleday) 
du Maurier, D.- MY COUSIN RACHEL- from 2/20 to 2/11 (Doubleday) 
Willson, M.- WHO DID WHAT TO FEDALIA?- price from $2.75 to $2.50 (Doubleday) 
Murphy, E.F.- YANKEE PRIEST- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 
Wells, C.- THE ROAD TO SHALIMAR- price from $3.50 to $3.75 (Doubleday) 
de Castro, J.- THE GEOGRAPHY OF HUNGER- from 2/27 to 2/28. Price from $5.00 
to $4.50 (Little, Brown) 















A CALENDAR OF NEW -BOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 






CONTEMPORARY 








February 6- Rooke, Daphne MITTEE (Houghton, Mifflin) February Book 
of the Month Club dual selection. $3.00 663 
February 11- du Maurier, Daphne MY COUSIN RACHEL (Doubleday) March 









Literary Guild selection. 3.50: TUF 
February 13- Walker, David THE PILLAR (Houghton, Mifflin) 3.00 681 
February 18- Menen, Aubrey THE DUKE OF GALLODORO (Scribner) ae 
February 2l1- Booth, Fred W. VICTORY ALSO ENDS (Rinehart) Sam Tae 
February 21- Kronenberger,Louis GRAND RIGHT AND LEFT (Viking) 3.00 10 






February 2l- Turnbull, Agnes S. THE GOWN OF GLORY (Houghton,Mifflin) 3.50 708 







OTHER TIMES, OTHER PLACES 








February 13- Nelson, Truman THE SIN OF THE PROPHET (Little,Brown) 3.50 684 
February 20- Walsh, Maurice SON OF A TINKER (Lippincott) 3.00. 710 
February 2l- Dowdey, Clifford JASMINE STREET (Doubleday) 3.95 710 
February 28- Leverson, Ada BIRD OF PARADISE (Norton) 3.00 














) THRILLERS 

an” Tey, Josephine DAUGHTER OF TIME (Macmillan) 2.50 688 
February 8. Bacon, Peggy THE INWARD EYE (Scribner) 2.50 15 
February 18- Page, Marco RECLINING FIGURE (Random House) 2.50 714 
February 21- Gulick, Bill A DRUM CALLS WEST (Houghton,Mifflin) 2.50 15 
February 25- Innes, Hammond AIR BRIDGE (Knopf ) 3.50 712 














NOW - FICTION 









BIOGRAPHICAL 
















January 28- Gunther, John EISENHOWER (Harper ) 2.50. 5G 
February 13- Kimbrough, Emily THROUGH CHARLEY'S DOOR (Harper) 3.00 697 
February 14- Stebbins, Lucy P. LONDON LADIES (Columbia Univ .Press ) 3.00 52 
February 18- Hall;James Norman THE FORGOTTEN ONE (Little,Brown-AMP) 3.50 715 
February 25- Cronin, A.J. ADVENTURES IN TWO WORLDS(McGraw-Hill) 4.00 715 
February 25- Veedam & Wall SAILING TO FREEDOM (Crowell) 3.50: 33 
February 27- Moses, Grandma GRANDMA MOSES (Harper) 3-50: Tae 
HISTORICAL 
February 25- Williams,T. Harry LINCOLN AND HIS GENERALS (Knopf ) 
March Book of the Month Club 
ie oS ae selection. 4.00 696 
February 28- Salvador, M. THE RISE OF MODERN COMMUNISM (Holt) 2.00 54 
MISCELLANEOUS 

® February 7 - Velikovsky, I. AGES IN CHAOS (Doubleday) 4.50 695 
February 14- Stuart, Frank S. WILD WINGS (McGraw-Hill) 3.50 719 


February ?7- Whyte,William H.,Jr.IS ANYBODY LISTENING? (Simon & 
Schuster ) 3.00 56 





